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With reference to the above Petition submitted on behalf of patients suffering from 
Ocular Melanoma in Scotland or under the jurisdiction of NHS Scotland, on the issue 
of MRI against Ultrasound scans for patients suffering from Ocular Melanoma. 
 
Firstly I have Ocular Melanoma and had an enucleation of my right eye in February 
2016 at Moorfields/St. Barts Hospital London, from that you can deduce I am under 
NHS England. 
 
NHS Scotland is part of the NHS per se albeit it has its own directorate but it is still a 
public funded organisation and therefore has a responsibility to all its patients to 
provide best care possible. 
 
In respect of Ocular Melanoma patients, NICE guidelines are quite clear and specific 
about surveillance of patients who are diagnosed with OM, this includes being seen 
by Oncologists and a team with a specialist knowledge of the disease at nominated 
centres in the United Kingdom, one being Gartnavel. 
 
Part of the guidelines also refers to scans, although there is some debate which 
should be used amongst the Professionals, NICE refer to MRI with a contrast on the 
liver at 6 monthly intervals lifelong. This is as I understand it the disease is extremely 
capricious especially if Monosomy 3 has been identified through a biopsy and the 
imaging shows up small lesions whereas US can miss them. 
 
It is also imperative the Operator carrying out the scans understand the disease and 
what they are looking for, so early intervention can be commenced. For people like 
us who suffer from the diagnosis we are aware at this. At this moment in time there 
is no cure if it Metastases but trials and medications are available to prolong the 
inevitable (albeit for some at a cost to the patient personally). 
 
It is fundamentally wrong that patients in Scotland do not receive the same medical 
care, by that I mean Scans as those in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
This should be redressed and all patients diagnosed with OM are given the right to 
MRI scans at the designated specialist centre in accordance with the guidelines. 
 
Cost should not come into the equation the health of the patients should. 
 
I for one have undergone a great learning curve since being diagnosed with this rare 
but deadly condition and am concerned about the lack of knowledge by some 
medical authorities, practitioners about the condition and its prognosis. 
 
Ocular Melanoma is a rare condition, with no cure at this time because it is blood 
orientated it can stay dormant sometimes for years but will react when it feels it 
wants to and without the correct and full monitoring in place will grow extremely 
quickly with deadly results. 
 
Give Scottish patients the same rights as the rest of the UK. 


